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PREPARATION OF THE PROJECT 


BACKGROUND: 

Inag@mch as there has not been a history as such of the Lansing 
Schools for approximately three years; and because there is a real 
need for such; end, since I have felt for some time that I would 
like to try writing school history as a pert of local history, I 
deemed this an excellent opportunity to pursue the adventure. Also, 
being a member of the Lansing schools afforded me an umsual posi- 
tion in observing history as it unfolded. 


OBJECTIVES: 

1, To write a history of the Lansing School District, 1967-1968. 

2. To bring together importent and significant incidents of the 
school year. 

3. To presemt the history in as compact a presentation as possible, 
considering the acute shortage of time for the project - 

4. To seek out several sources and resources for the project, 

5. To present a final. copy of the histery ta tha lansing Schmol 
District, 
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PROCEDURES: 

1. Study and exemine the minutes of the Board of Education, 
Lansing School District. 

2, Interview members of the administration and the administrative 
services of the school system. 

3. Interview members of the Board of Education, Lansing School 
District, 

4. Read micro-film in the Lansing Public Library. 

5. Examine editorials and writings in The State Journal. 


The history or project is more of a collection of incidents. It is 
a concise, abbreviated history. Perhaps it could be used by pupils in 
the upper gredes of the elementary school, but probably would be more 
effective with junior and senior high students and to special groups. This 
history is dedicated to the Lansing Schools; therefore copies of it will 
be given to the centrel administrative offices. 
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PREFACE 


The history of the Lansing School District, 1967=1968, as it appears 
herein, is dedicated to the men and women, the boys and girls, to the schools, 
and the community which had a part in making that history, Often it is said 
that the decision-makers mold the history; and, this is true only as far as it 
goes, But the reactions and the extent of accepting the decisions by the pro= 
fessional and non-professional personnel, the student bodies, the Parent- 
Teacher Association, and the remainder of the community are also a part of that 


history. 


The history of a school cr of a school system, or 2 other orgauniza= 
tion within the total comunity, hac an integral place in that community's 
background, The incedents that have occurred or are happening need to be docu- 
mented and recorded. There is a growing demand for. this kind of writing from 
the casual reader to the student of local history, or to to the researcher of 
complex information. Inasmuch as there is no compilation at this time of the 
history of the Lansimg School District, Lansing, Michigan, for the 1967-1968 
school. year, one of the principal purposes of this history is to bring together 
information relative to its significance, and to put it into a reasonable 


perspective for preservation. 


. Some very significant activities and decisions ceme about during the 1967~ 
1968 school year that already have and will have profound effect on the patrons 
" and children of the Lansing School Diszrict,. I% is obvious that this was not an 
ordinary school year but a very unusual onc, especially as the academic year 


progressed, 
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In the limited time that is available, it will not be possible to make 
this history as complete as it deserves. An effort has been made, nevertheless, 
to cover the significant highlights of the year in a manner of skimming the 
milk, However, it is not the intent to leave this history as a watered-down 
document. A more complete coverage of the history of the Lansing Schools could 
very well be an addendum to this brief collection of incidents and facts. 


Acknowledgements need to be given to several persons for their help in 
making this history possible: John D. Marrs, Administrative Assistant for 
Information Services, Lansing Schools; Mrs. Margaret S, Dickman, Secretary to 
that offices; Kenneth J. Mead, Consultant, Testing and Child Accounting; and, 
to the Office for Personnel; also to the Lansing Public Library and its facilities; 


and to The State Journal, 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION 


Qne of the functions that the Board of Education mist perform at its 
first regularly scheduled meetings in July" is to elect ite officers for 
the new fiscal year, The following officers were elected: President, Mrs. 
Robert N. Gibson, Jr.; Vice-President, Clarence H. Rosa; Secretary, Richard L, 
Beers; and Treasurer, Thanas C. Walsh, 


Vernon D. Ebersole and Clarence H. Rosa are the senior members of the 
Board of Education. Both of these men were elected in April, 1955, Also, they 
are currently serving their third tem, whichwill terminate on June 30, 1973. 


Mrs. Alfred E Nussdorfer has served as a Board of Education member since 
April, 1956, at which time she was appointed to fil] a vacancy created by the 
moving of Jack A. Smith fram the city, Mrs, Nussdorfer was thereafter elected and 
re-elected in 1957 and 1963. Her present term will expire on June 30, 1969.. 


Thomas C. Walsh was elected to the Board of Education in April, 1959. He 
was rewelected in 1965 to his second term which will expire on June 30, 1971. 


President Gibson was appointed in April, 1963, to fill the vacancy created 
by Mrs. Lloyd Darling. Her present term ae a member will expire on June 30, 1969, 


Mrs. Edward J. Boucher was elected in the Spring of 1965 for a six-year term. 


Richard L. Beers was appointed in September, 1965, to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation of Douglas M. Ammons, Mr. Beers was subsequently 
elected in 1966 to finish out the term which will expire on June 30, 1969. 

% Regular scheduled monthly meetings are held on the first and third Thursdays 
at 7:30 P.M. at the Everett High School, in the small auditoriu. 

# Officers are elected annually by the members of the Board of Education. 

*“** Terms of membership on the Board of Education, Lansing School District, are 


Pan ote vos 
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oO CHANGE OF IDENTIFICATION 


The annual and regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to 
order by Dr; William R. Manning, Superintendent of Schools, on July 6, 1967, 
in the small auditorium of the Everett High School, 


All seven of the Board members were present. 


Dr, Manning informed the Board that as of July 3, 1967, the school 
district became a district of the second class and that the official name 
had becane the Lansing School District,” The Board was also reminded that 
subsequently new by-laws should be adopted, and, that as superintendent, he 
would preside until 2 new board president would be elected. 


After the election of the officers, Mr, Walsh pointed out that now the 

se Lansing School District is functioning as a district of the second class, one 
of the practices under state law for tis classification is that no board 
action is final until 24 hours has elapsed unless the president of the Board 
signs a docwnent approving the actions. Mr. Walsh felt that the Board attorney 
be contacted regarding the preperation of such a document to be used on 
routine matters. Other Board members agreed that the advice of the Board 
attorney be obtained. 


At the regular meeting on July 20, 1967, the proposed by-laws were made 
available to the Board; however, it was pointed out that the opinions of the 
attorney concerning the by-laws were not known. 


+ Prior to July 3, 1967, the name of the district had been Lansing School 
District, Ingham, Eaton, and Clinton Counties, Lansing, Michigan. 
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Mr, Walsh stated that he had certain philosophic questions concerning 
the proposed by-laws and asked the Board to postpone any action until 
August 17, 1967. This, the Board agreed to do, 


Action on the by-laws was not taken until September 7, 1967. Even 
then it was tabled during the meeting to another hour on the agenda; inas= 
much as one of the Board members was delayed for some minutes fran the mest=- 
ing. The general feeling was that all members should be present for this 
action, The by-laws with some amendments and deletions were subsequently 
unanimously approved. The Board had then taken all the necessary steps in 
becoming a4 second class school district. 


Basically, the changeover to a second class school district increased 
the board membership to nine; two new offices were created: an assistant 
secretary and an assistant treasurer; and , that board actions would not go 
into operation until the expiration of 24 hours after their passage unless 
the president or acting president should sooner file with the secretary his 
written approval... 
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ELEMENTARY AREA PRINCIPALS 
AND OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES 


During the summer of 1967 a new concept of elementary administration 
was introduced to the Board of Education. This was the concept of the area 
principalship. . 


Dr, Manning explained this to the Board at the August 3, 1967 meeting. 


"It represents a new departure in the school system since it, in a sense, 
will give the system a degree of decentralisation. In the past, all elementary 
principals reported to the Director of Elementary Education assigned to the 
Central Office, Now, with fifty elementary schools, it has became increasingly 
more difficult to serve this whole area. An "Assistant Director of Elementary 
Education" had been included in the budget, but it was felt that this person 
would also find it difficult to relate and serve all the elementary schools, It 
wes also felt that there was a need for decentralization, and this would keep 
the schools and programs as close to the cammunity and attendance areas as 
possible. 


As a result of the establishment of these positions, threes major benefits 
will accrue: first, there will be fewer elementary schools, perhaps 12 or 1, 
which will have their programs supervised or coordinated by an area principal; 
second, the area principal will serve the general area of these twelve or so 
schools in a little better manner than a Director and Assistant could; and 
finally, it will provide a more effective and a more efficient type of organi- 
zation, in terms of expenditures of funds for carrying out this type of pro- 
gram." | 


The Board of Education approved the appointment of the following elementary 
principals to area elementary principals: Mr. Warren Bailey, Mr. J.E. Hayes, 


a Oe ee, ence BE =~ i 7.7.8 2 he 
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On August 17, 1967, the Board adopted policy #2212.1,° which related 
to the new position, The policy established the job description for the new areas of 
administrative responsibility. 


Warren Bailey was re-assigned to the Maple Hill School as its principal, 
and would have the assigned area schools as additional responsibility: Attwood, 
Cavanaugh, Everett Elementary, Harley Franks, Kendon, Maple Grove, North, Pleasant 
view, Reo, Wainwright, and Wexford. 

Hazel Trebilcock was re-assigned to Christiancy School es its principal, 


and would have the assigned area schools: Allen, Bingham, Feirview, Foster, Gier 
Park, High, Holmes, Kalemazoo, Oak Park, Post Oak, and Walnut. 


Barbara Marsh was re-assigned to Cedar Street School as its principal, and 
would have the assigned area schools: Cumberland, Genesee, Gummisonville, Horse- 
brook, Hurd, Michigan Avenue, Northwestern, Sheridan Road, Valley Farms, Verlinden, 
Willow, and Grand River. 

Mr, J.E. Hayes was re-assigned to the Lyons Avenue School as its principal, 
and would have the following assigned area schools: Averill, Barnes, Elohurst, 
Forest Road, Forest View, Lewton, Main, Maplewood, Moores Park, Mount Hope, 
Pleasant Grove, and Woodcreek. 

Miss Marion Cole, principal at the Maple Hill School for many years was 
re-acsigned as principal to the Gier Park School, Filling a vacancy created by 


the retirement of Mrs. Margaret Blankenburg. 


Several other changes were necessary in elementary adminisbration; there- 
fore, the following re-assigmments were made: Edward Spink was made principal to 
the North School; Richard Joseph, principal to Grand River; Avice Penner, prin- 
cipal to Bingham School; Jack Keyes, principal to Main; Elizabeth Canady, prin- 
cipal to Northwestern; Elliot Tyler, principal to Mount Hope; and John Hunt, 
principal to Everett Elementary School. 


* Policy # 2212.1 Area Elementary Principal. The Area Elementary Principal shall 

be directly responsible to the Director of Elementary Education. Each Area Principal 
shall be responsible for the coordination cf elementary education for those schools 
assigned to his respective area. The primary responsibility of the Area Principal 
shall be that of curriculum planning and instructional processes as well as in-ser- 
Vice education of teachers and principals. He shall also be responsible for such 
other duties as may be assigned by the Director of Elementary Educatian- 
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On August 17, 1967, the Board of Education approved the appointment of 
Kenneth J. Mead to the position of Consultant in Testing and Child Accounting, 
Mr, Mead had earned his B.A. degree fram the University of Georgia and his M.A. 
from Michigan State University. He had taught in the Lansing School System 
since 1958 at Otto Junior High School, in the fields of mathematics, science, 
and counseling. 


The Board also approved the appointment of John M. Breaugh as principal 
of the Marvin E,. Beekman Center for Trainable Children. Mr. Breaugh earned his 
B.S. degree at Eastern Michigan University and his M.A. degree at Michigan State 
University. It was noted that he was certified in teaching the mentally handi- 
capped and emotionally disturbed children, He had worked with these types of 
children in the Lansing Schools since 1959, 


Both of the above appointments became effective on August 21, 1967, 


On September 7, 1967, the Board approved the appointment of Mrs. Margaret 
Hendrix as Children's Librarian at the Lansing Public Library. She filled a 
vacancy that had been created by the retirement of Beulah Bock. Mrs. Hendrix 
had earned her B.A. degree at the University of Michigan and the M.A, degree in 
Library Science at the same university. She had experience as a social case 
worker in Los Angeles, California, and as a Junior Librarian at Michigan State 
University and as Children's Librarian at the East Lansing Public Library. 


Gilbert A. Hansen was re-assigned from his position as Coordinator Specialist 
(Emotionally Disturbed) te the position of Principal of the Lincoln School. 
Mr; Hansen had earned his B.A. degree at Michigan State University, and an M.A. 
degree in elementary teaching and an M.A. degree in Special Education, Emotionally 
Disturbed, at Michigan Stete University. He taught as an elementary teacher in 
East Lansing and at Ferndale, Michigan, and as a special education teacher for the 
emotionally disturbed in the Lincoln School since 1965. 
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1967=1968% BUDGET HEARING AND ADOPTION 


Dr. Manning presented to the Board of Education at the September 28, 1967, 
meeting a presentation of the 1967-1968 Operations Budget for the Lansing School 
District. 


Dr, Manning: "On Thursday, September 7, some 32,000 children and youth began 
the 1967-68 school year here in Lansing. This meant that the attention and talents 
of approximately 1,630 certified employees, the teachers and administrators of the 
school district, began to be focused on the individual educational problems and needs 
of these children, A classified staff of several hundred other men and women - 
secretaries, bus drivers, maintenance and custodial personnel, cafeteria employees - 
all began functioning as a unit to provide the best educational experience poss- 
ible for the young people of this camunity. our purpose during this presentation 
is to relate the budget of the school district and the educational services it 
provides to Lansing citizens of all ages and walks of life. 


The fiscal description of the present school year is the operating budget of the 
school district, The budget describes in financial terms the responsibilities of the 
Board of Education regarding all programs under the Board's jurisdiction. 


These major areas of responsibility include the kindergarten = twelfth grade 
program, Adult Education, the Public Library and its branches, the school district's 
costs for the sumaer recreation program, special education programs, vocetional 
programs, the Family Helper Program (which is funded by the State of Michigan), 
and special programs specifically and categorically by the federal government, par~ 
ticularly under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 


Adoption by the Board of Education of its annual budget causes this fiscal 
document to became a policy statement; a statement setting forth the guidelines for 
the financial operation of all the programs listed above. All of these programs 
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represent services to the children, youth and adults of the Lansing School 
District, This budget provides for the operation of these services through 
June 30, 1968, and it is our primary purpose here tonight to interpret this 
proposed budget in terms of the services it will make available to the people 
of this commnity, 


This budget represents the combined efforts of the entire staff of the 
Lansing School District. It represents the educational desires of the entire 
community as completely and equitably as these desires can be translated into 
programs within the total estimated revenues available to the Lansing School 
District. It is our belief that it represents a balanced and carefully planned 
program and that it reflects the desires and aspirations of the professional 
staff of this school district. 


Before making detailed comment about this budget and the educational pro- 
gram it is designed to finance, I wish to give string emphasis to two points 
and to elaborate to a certain extent on the second of these points. 


First, the budget being proposed for the 1967-68 year does provide for 
continuation of the same level of quality education that has been offered 
Lansing pupils for the past four years. 


Second, it is incumbent upon me as Superintendent of Schools to point out 
that this budget does not provide for an optimal educational program for this 
school system, Please understand that I do not make this statement in criticism 
of our present curriculum or of the level of financial support afforded this 
school district by Lansing citizens. What I do wish to stress is that there are 
many identifiable needs of pupils which this budget will not permit our meoting, 
May I also stress that what is true here is certainly even more true of most 
school systems of this nation. We have here a strong curriculum and good educa=- 
tional facilities and equipment - and, most important, an excellent staff of 


Lem akmnex aed aan’ nt at rat are 
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‘ What must be recognized is that complex and demanding social problems con- 
front this commmity and this nation, Dealing successfully with these complex 
problems will require the highest intelligence and the best developed skills that 
our citizens possess, Many of our most perplexing problems, particularly their 
solutions, have a basis in education, and the public schools must fulfill their 
responsibility to American society and the significant national issues before it. 
In order to do this, society must recognize the need to broaden the context of 
education and the significant role education must play in insuring our future 


effectiveness as a nation and as a comunity. 


In short, educators ~ and citizen leaders in education as well = must con= 
tinue to alert the public to educational needs, We cannot permit ourselves to become 
camuplacent because we compare well with other communities. 


The function of education today is less and less the transmission of know- 
ledge but more and mors the teaching of how to think and to think creatively. 


Permit me for a manent to name a few areas which need our attention: 

1. Pre-School Education. Recent studies emphasize the importance of pre-school and 
early school years learning experiences. During these early years the child's 
potential is greatest and the development of the child 4% this time has a pro- 
nounced long-range effect on his future success in school and in society 
generally. 

The programs we have now for Headstart children could well be expanded to 
inelude all children. 

2. Year-Around School, Children today should be provided with a full year’s 
structured educational experience. Certainly, all of this time should not be 
devoted to traditional classroom instruction for the sake of knowledge, Por- 
tions of the year should be devoted to cultural activities and participation 
by children in worthwhile inteilectual and leisure time pursuits, 


a) 


Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Library 
alk; 


3, Continuing Education, The time is long past when anyone can terminate his edi 
cation, Change today is too rapid and too radical in nature to permit the 
termination of learning. Education must become a continuous process for every= 
one, and indeed, when one surveys the vast educational programs of business, 
industry and government, including that of the armed forces, the need for an 
alliance of staff, progrem and facilities can be seen clearly, 


In the future Lansing's schools will need to become much more camunity= 
centered than they are now, 


%, 

The Aesthetic Development of Children. Certainly interest in the development of the 
aesthetic talents of young people is increasing at the present time, but with 
the crowded curriculum of today's schools it is difficult to find either the 


time or the resources for programs of an aesthetic natures. 


If funds were available for more after-school programs and for year-around use of 
staff and facilities, more attention could be given to the fine arts and to 

the students who desire to participate in aesthetic activities. Now, to return 
to the current budget and programs it will finance. 


The Board = and the public = will note that the financial management of state 
and federal special programs has not been integrated with the regular K-12 operating 
budget; however, these programs have, from a functional point of view, been inter- 
woven with the total educational program in accord with stated congressional or 
legislative intentions. In any budget presentation, it is important that two basic 
questions be answered: 


1, What are the school district's sources of revenue? 
2, What will the expenditure of these funds accomplish for the citizens of this 
comunity? 


o 
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This year Lansing property owiers till pay $33.51 per &1,000 of assessed value 
in local school taxes for the operation of all programs which are a responsibility 
of the Board of Education. This tax rate will produce $13,764,000 in revenue or 
61% of the total operating budget. From State of Michigan sources, the school dis 
trict will receive $7,777,1,000 or 34.5% of the total budget. County sources, 
which are used primarily for special education, will add 2,78 or 07,000, Tuition 
paid to the district for non-resident pupils accounts for $132,200 equaling 0.6%, 
and other sources of revenue equal $280,000 or 1.2% of the budget. This revemuie | 
totals $22,561,400 and to it should be added $1,235,800 in Vederal-staté funds for 
specific programs and $1, 159,700 from unexpended funds from the budget of last 
year to produce the total operational income for 1967-68. This breakdown of 


revenue sources gives us the answer to our first question. 


In answer to the second question, may I first direct your attention to a 
classification breakdown of the school district's proposed expenditures in the 
twelve major areas of the operational budget, Since the $1,235,800 in Federal-~State 
funds are earmarked for certain programs and are consequently accounted for separ~ 
ately, we will be examining a budget of $23,449,900 for all ramaining operations 
functions. 


Quickly you can see that the instructional area of the budget accounts for 
71.8% of all expenditures, and that operation and maintenance of plant add another 
14.2%, Administration, fixed charges, canmunity services, and transportation 
require most of the funds in the remaining 14.0%. 


This of course, means that the heart of the school district's operation is 
its instructional program which is the functioning dynamic curriculum that affects 
the educational lives of sane 32,000 children and young people. A curriculum be- 
comes functional and dynamic in the hands of a campetent, well-trained teaching 
faculty. This faculty is supported by administrative and business office per- 
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sonnel, by specialist personnel in such areas as art, physical education, and 
music, by a staff of custodial and maintenance persannel, and, of course, by ade- 
quate facilities and the appropriate tools for teaching. 


Lansing schools make extensive and effective use of the hardware and soft goods 
of the instructional media = or audic-visual aids as they are scmetimes called, You 
will see, throughout this presentation, evidence of these effective classroom 
tools, In fact, this presentation itself makes use of both hardware and soft goods 
of the instructional media," 


At that point Dr. Manning concluded his presentation of the budget by using 
colored slides to sepplement his verbal description. 


The Board members and some of the audience felt that Dr. Manning had done a 
fine presentation. . 


LANSING SCHOOL DISTRICT 
FINAL BUDGET 1967-48 


Revenues, ditures 

Revenue from Taxes $13,764,000 Elementary Instruction $ 75764 200 
Tuition 72,200 Secondary Instruction 6,958,800 
Investment Securities 120,000 Special Education 1,548,900 
Miscellaneous Local Revenue 85,800 Summer School 128,000 
County Sources 72,000 Adult Education 116,000 
Direct App'n from State 7,676,400 Unclassified K-12 Inst. 407,100 
State App'n Federal Origin 101,000 Administration 877,600 
Federal Sources 73,000 Attendance Services 67,900 
Incoming Transfers 597,000 Health Services igen 
Transportation Services 19 300 
Regular Income 22,561,400 Operation of Flant 2,263,900 
Maintenance of Plant 1,098,800 
Special Imcame (Federal- Fixed Charges 783,400 
State) 1,235,800 Capital Outlay 417,600 
Subtotal 23,797,200 Community Services 657,600 
Deficit 1,159,700 Student Services 14,5200 
Outgoing Transfers 200 
_.. Federal-State Programs 1,273,600 

TOTAL OPERATIONAL TOTAL OPERATIONAL 


INCOME $24,956,900 EXPENDITURES $2h5 956,900 
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LANSING PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Number of teachers’ Number of pupils” 


Name Principal 

Alien Harold R. Wood 2h 557 
Attwood Marguerite R. Hertel 17 445 
Averill, Ella Hasse 23 572 
Barnes L. Wayne Brown 16 376 
Bingham Avice Penner 15 364, 
Cavanaugh Georgia Mead 19 a2 
Cedar Barbara Marsh 7 154 
Christiancy Hazel P. Trebilcock 13 236 
Cumberland Orpha VerPlanck lu 356 
Elmhurst Coral Lowry 20 508 
Everett Elementary John E. Hunt 19 5s 
Fairview Laurene Horiezny 17 460 
Forest Road Stanton Scarborough 159 
Forest View Stanton Scarborough 9 243 
Foster Robert Brackstone 22 LBL, 
Genesee Gerald Marquardt uy 307 
Gier Park Marion Cole 15 362 
Grand River Richard M, Joseph 19 504, 
Gunnisonyville Lola J. Harmon 3 330 
Harley Franks Harley Franks 10 220 
High Ford Ceasar 15 355 
Holmes Helen C. Olk 18 408 
Horsebrook Alice Bottum 236 
Hurd Orpha M. VerPlanck 6 105 
Kalamazoo Ben McComb 20 Als 
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LANSING PUBLIC SCHOOLS (Cont,) 


Name Principal Number of teachers” Number of pupils” 
Kendon Ruth Shapton 15 390 
Lewton Evelyn Anderson 16 419 
Lincoln Gilbert Hansen 7 42 
Lyons JE, Hayes 11 265 
Main Jack R. Keyes 13 312 
Maple Grove Harley Franks 17 391. 
Maple Hill Warren D. Bailey nu 264 
Maplewood Anna L. Brewer 17 412 
Michigan George Anderson 4 356 
Moores Park Vivian Winger — 16 397 
Mount, Hope Elliot Tyler 18 446 
North Edward T, Spink 20 516 
Northwestern Elizabeth A, Canady 12 334 
Oak Park M, Evelyn Clark il 239 
Pleasant Grove WG. Bockstahler 2 546 
Pleasant View Violet M. Campbell 17 L2 
Post Oak Olivia Letts 22 457 
Reo Frances Sauber 18 419 
Sheridan Road Gus E. Organek 22 490 
Valley Parms James Swift 12 332 
Verlinden Eleanore Pederson uy 329 
Wainwright Kenneth G. Springer 32 880 
Walnut | Florence Teddy 25 487 
Mildred Richardson (Ass't.) 
Special Education 
Willow Mary Brown 23 566 
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LANSING PUBLIC SCHOOLS (Cont) 


Name Principal Number of Professional Number of Pupils” 
a PSL 
CW. Otto Vern 0. Cha 
Maurine Ass't,) ae roe 
Robert Hecksel (Ass't, ) 
Dwight Rich Glenn A. Burgett 92 1600 


Pattengill Gary H. Fi 69 1212 
Grace pK eae " (Ase*t. ) 
Donald Pickard (Ass't..) 


Walter French Frank A. 82 1416 
Catherine eealing (Ass't.) 
Ronald Hchenstein (Ass't,) 


West Junior Calvin C. Anderson 82 1413 
Edith DeRose (Ass't.) 
Dale E. Metts (Ass't.) 


Eastern High Donald F. Johnson 109 1842 
Joseph Rousseau ay 
Rleanor Doersam (Ass't, 


Everett High Benjamin Leyrer 106 2351 
Elfie Christenson (Ass't.) 
Archie Ross (Ass't,) 


Sexton High Christian Roosenraad oh 2077 
Elizabeth B. Lawry (Ass’t.) 
F. Cassius Shaft (Ass't.) 


Total Elementary 1ses2 
Yfotal Junior High 6965 
Total Senior High 6271 


* Includes all regular classroam teachers, remedial reading personnel, and 
advanced instruction teachers, 


** Numbers submitted by Pupil Personnel Office. Sept. 29, 1967 Count- 
Oo wet = =6 Center for Emotionally Disturbed Children. 


-_ 


“ax* Includes all professional certificated personnel. 


Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Library 
-—20= 


© SUPERINTENDENT MANNING RESIGNS 


At a special meeting of the Lansing School District Board of Education on 
November 9, 1967, Superintendent William R. Manning confronted the Board with 
his resignation. He did this by presenting the following letter: 


"It is with sincere regret that I submit my resignation as Superintendent 
of Schools, Lansing School District, I have been selected the Superintendent of 
Schools of Washington, District of Columbia. 


With respect to the termination of my contract it is requested that the 

Board give consideration to the following factors: 

1. That I be relieved of my duties as Superintendent of Schools, effective 
November 10, 19673 

© 25 That I be placed on leave as of November 10, 1967, for the duration of my 

accumulated vacation days; and 

3. That I continue to vender on a day-to-day basis consultative services to the 
Lansing School District during a transition period at least through December 1, 
1967, with these days of consultative service being added to the accumlated 
vacation days. 


I would be remiss if I did not make same caments relative to an interpre: 
tation of the rationale for leaving this very fine school district. 


In my considered professional judgment the Lansing School system is one of 
the best, if not the best, school system of its size in the nation that offers a 
comprehensive program in terms of both quality and equality education. This is 
the reputation it enjoys throughout the nation, recognized as such by the Washing- 
© ton Board of Education. 


Lansing had a fine school system at the time I came here three and one-half 


years ago as superintendent. This is one of the compelling reasons for my accept= 
ing the position. In the words of Julian I was * on the shoulders 
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of a giant.’ During my tenure of office I hope that I have made that giant even 
larger. 

That I should be leaving such a fine schoo]. system to become Superintendent 
in a district that is fraught with all of the devastahing problems related to 
urban education and a situation that has been described as untenable for any 
superintendent is a mystery to many people. Washington, D.C., is our nation's 
capital and an international city. It should have the model school system for 
urban education in our nation, By many people the superintendency has been 
described as the most difficult in the United States; but the most important. 


As the Board of Education knows I neither solicitated nor applied for the 
position in Washington but had been naminated to it without my knowledge or consent. 


That I have been selected for this signal honor reflects more in my judgment 
on the excellent reputation of the Lansing School District than it does upon me 
personally. In a sense, then, I shali be a representative of the Lansing School 
District in Washington. 


In the past few weeks I have received numerous letters, telegrams and 
telephone calls fram people all over the nation urging me to accept this position, 


There sre some things in life over which we have little control. Some 
decisions transcend one’s complacency and personal desires. In a sense this is what 
has occurred, I shall not try to explain this further. 


I wish to thank the Board of Education, the total staff of the school system 
and the City of Lansing for the excellent cooperation and support given to me as 
your Superintendent of Schools these past three and one-half years, That: my work in 
Washington D.C., shall reflect positively on Lansing shall always be uppermost 
in my mind. 


Sincerely yours, 


ete an Sse. Fe. on — — mm — ie 


Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Library 
Members of the Board of Education and the Administration expressed & 
genuine sincerity in accepting the resignation of Dr, William Manning, 


Mr, Walsh said, "It is with great personal regret that I made the motion 
in deference to Dr, Manning's request. Washington offers a different type of 
chaZlenge, @ pioneering situation with many problems related to raising the level of 
education as a4 contrast with the on-going program of excellence that we are en~ 
joying in lansing, Certainly Washington's gain is our loss. I think all of us 
feel that if there is a crisis in Washington, the capitol, Dr. Manning is an ex- 
cellent person to meet the need there. It will be a considerable loss to our 
comunity to have him leave." 


Mrs. Gibson stated, " The Board regognizes that challenge and appeal that 
Dr. Manning sees in the superintendency of the school district in the nation's 
capitol, a district that should be a model of this country's educational system. 
The Board is pleased that the offer came to him from leading educators who 
recognized his ability. The Board also takes pride in our district’s have a rating 
of excellence such that it attracts attention of other areas of the country. Dr. 
Manning has been called upon by districts throughout the nation in a consultative 
capacity, His three and one-half years in lansing are a demonstration of a for- 
ward looking, planning, and inovative program, The Board wishes him every success 
as he faces this tremendous challenge." 


Mr, Partington, newly appointed acting superintendent made the following 
remarks, "I want to offer my congratulations and best wishes to Dr. Manning as 


he assumes his new duties in Washington, It has been a pleasure to work with him 
during these three and 6 half years as the school system has worked diligently 
under his leadership. 
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M@. PARTINGTON BECOMES SUPERINTENDENT 


Stephen A. Partington, Deputy Superintendent of the Lansing Schools, was 
appointed Acting Superintendent on November 10 1967, because of the resignation 
of Dr. William 2. Manning, 


Mrs. Nussdorfer stated that the Board should feel fortunate that it has a 
man of Mr. Partington's stature to step into a vacancy such as this and to 
carry on the school system without any break. 


President Gibson said, "The Board is familiar with the abilities of 
Mr. Partington and with the many capacities in which he has served the district 
over the years. It is with confidence and pleasure that the Board makes this 
appointment. 


On December 7, 1967, The Board of Education made the following resolution, 
which was accepted unanimously: "Be it resolved that the Board of Education, 
Lansing School District, employ Stephen A. Partington as Superintendent of Schools, 
such appointment to commence immediately and to extend through June 30, 1970, and 
that the President and Secretary be authorized to execute and sign a contract of 
employment with the superintendent at a salary of $28,500.00, plus the fringe 
benefits that appertain to the office." 


Mr, Partington said to Mrs. Gibson,"Madam President, I am deeply honored and 
deeply gratefully. I pledge to this Board of Education my full loyalty and 
support." 


He also said as a part of his acceptance remarks, " To borrow from the Board 
of Education's om stated philosophy of education: 'The schools recognize as the 
essential elements of political and cultural continuity the belief in and devotion 
to two concepts: (1) The inherent dignity and uniqueness of every individual, and 
(2) The development in each individual of a sense of duty and civic responsibility 
that he shall as a citizen contribute to the progress and enhancement of his 


Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Library 
Rhy 


community, state, and nation,’ 


In summery, the challenge before us today is fulfilling the needs of equal 
educational opportunities and the essential elements of the Board's philosophy, 
One way of meeting that challenge is with creative ideas. I want to make this 
particular statement at this moment: I have a commitment that says we believe that 
good ideas can come from many sources = concerned parents, citizens, leaders of 
the community, members of the staff, and students = fram all who believe this is 
the time for education to make a significant contribution. While our country is 
moving through a series of crises, we must try to find these good idesd as they 
relate to critical issues, and find ways of putting them to work in our schools. 
In this way, if we work together to utilize these ideas, aiming them at action 
and change, I bel&eve we can move cur commitment to the individual child and his 
welfare forward meaningfully. I stand fully camitted to a quality education 
program for every child, every youth, and, to the extent that we can be of ser=- 
vice, to every adult who lives in this commmnity. I pledge to this Board every 
effort that my office can foster toward quality education fram this point on." 
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THE EDUCATIONAL PARK CONCEPT” 


Mr. David Suith, Consultant in Econamic Education, reported that a camittee 
wa3 appointed by Mr. Robert Chamberlain to study and make recommendations on the 
casirability of certain school organization patterns, The first report of the can- 
mittee will focus on the concept of educational parks. A second report dealing 
specifically with middle schools would follow later. 


Mr. Smith gave the following definition for an educational park - a cluster- 
ing of educational facilities in a campus-like setting. However, a mere cluster of 
school buildings on one site is not automatically an educational park. Centrally 
organized comon facilities (libraries, health centers, art, msic, etc.), co- 
ordinated curriculum, improved staff utilisation, flexibility and individualise- 

C tion of programing student opportunities are added essential ingredients of the 
educational park. ; 


An educational park could take form in several fashions depending on the 
needs of the commmity. There are four various arrangements: (1) The simplest form 
assembles all of the schools and all the studente of an entire comunity on a 
single campus. Such an arrangement is being proposed by the East Orange, New Jersey, 
school system. (2) A comprehensive organization serving one section of = large city. 
Such a plan is being considered by Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. There it is planned 
to divide the city into five subcores, each one served by a large high school. 
(3) Less comprehensive arrangements can also be called school parks. One, appli- 
cable to smaller commmities, would center all school facilities for a single 
level of education (elementary, middle school or high echools) on a single site. 
C Such an arrangement is being proposed at Syracuse, New York. (4) The most com- 
prehensive type of park would require a number of changes in school planning and 
administration. This is the metropolitan school park. Thie proposal would ring the city 
with school parks that would enroll the full range of pupils from the kindergarten 
Hee the Beth we 
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What could an educational perk do for lansing? It could provide for a wider 
range of opportunities to meet individual pupils needs, Professional staff at 
these facilities would be specialists and all the children would equally receive 
the highest quality education now obtainable, It could provide auxiliary services 
on a full time basis, It could provide a facility which would accommodate the 
mobile population without having to construct a new school every time the popu=- 
lation shifts to a new area, It could provide a facility sufficiently large to 
receive students fram all areas in order to make a heterogenous grouping. With a 
large attendance area it increases the possibility of a child becoming able to 
move within that area without having to change schools. Most communities feel it 
would be possible to offer a better program at the same or lesser cost than 
traditional facilities might provide. 


Mr, Snith then said that there would be some problems areas, such as: 
transportation, noun supervision, direct parent participation, possible loss 
of individual identity in larger school plants. 


In conclusion, Mr. Smith daid, "The committee believes the concept of the 
educationall park is educationally sound and feasible for the Lansing School 
District and it (the committee) recommends the following: (1) Planning and im- 
plementation of educational park concepts; (2) The necessary community involve- 
ment and in-service programs for staff to insure any evolving plan would mest 
the unique needs of the school district; (3) That the district similtancously 
conduct, or continue to conduct, pilot programs of the educational park in 
Existing facilities. 


* From the Board of Education Minutes of January 18, 1968. 
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CHRISTIAN H, ROCSENRAAD AYDE'ORTUM 


At the March 7, 1968 Board of Education meeting action was taken and 
adopted whereby the name of the auditcrlum at J.W. Saxton High School was 
changed. The following resolution wes presented: 


WHEREAS, Christian H. Roosenraad is rytiring as principal of J.W. Sextan 
High School at the close of the 1967-68 school year; and 

WHEREAS, he hus served the Lansing schools as a teacher and administrator 
for 41 years and for 25 years as principal of J.W. Sexton High School; and 

WHEREAS, throughout his professicnal career he has, through his leadership 
in education at local, state, and national levels, brought honor to himself, 
to his profession, and to this school district; 

NOW, THEREFO2G, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, Lansing School 
District, authorize the naming of the avditorium at J.W. Sexton High School as 
the "Christian H, Roosenraad Auditoriun” in his honor. 


The Board Secretary, Mr. Beers, then read the following letter: 
February 29, 1968 
Dear Mrs, Gibson: 

It has been my privilege to have a variety of experiences in my many years 
in the field of education. It was with a feeling of great humility that I re- 
turned to my home o1 the evening of February 27, 196€, following the silver 
anniversery calebration at the J.W. Sexson High School. The members of the Board 
of Education had taken formal action to rename the auditorium of the school in 
my honor and had euthorised the J.W. Sexton High School Parent Teacher Association 
to make this fact kno as 2 pert of the evening's festivitics. 

I despiy appreciate this honor end respectfully requast thst you express 
the gretitude of Mrs. Rcooserzasd and myself, together with that of my children, 
to the members of the Board of Education, Your thoughtfulnass will. always be 
remembered , 
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HONOREE'S PROGRAM 


At the May 16, 1968 Meeting of the Board, several persons were recognized 
for their many years of service to the Lansing Public Schools, 


Mr. Partington, Superintendent of Schools said, "We are pleased to welcome 
2s honored guests at our Board meeting tonight people who have been employed in 
this school system in various capacities for 25 or more years. If we would apply 
some mathematics we would have samewhere over an aggregate of 400 years of ser- 
vice, These people represent the backbone of this school system. They are psople 
who have stayed with us throughout the years and who have given tremendous service 
to the district. Their talents and impact on children is incomparable," 


Then, Mrs, Gibson, President of the Board, said, "The good teacher is a 
fundamental part of the school system. To have given this many years to that kind 
of service and to have touched the Lives of young people when they are developing 
their values is giving significant service to the cammnity. We think you merit 
a tangible evidence of cur thanks." 


The names of those staff members who had accumulated 25 years of service to 
the Lansing schools were presented and given 25 year pins. They were aa follows: 
Miss Charlotte Bange, Miss Hazel Crocker, Miss Marjorie Good, Mr. Wayne Johns, 
Miss Albertha Panhorst, Mrs. Evelyn Parmeles, Mr. Charles Plankenhorn, Mies Jeannette 
Stall, Mrs. Ranghild Hammond, Mrs. Erma Stoll, Mrs. Ella Steede, Miss Alice Bottum, 
Mr, Robert Campbell, Mr. Buell Conroy, Mr, Leon Crandell, Mr. Maclin Douglas, 
Mrs. Alice Thompson, Miss Maurine Vind, and Mrs. Marjorie Michael. 
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THE MILLAGE WAS DEFEATED 


When the official copy of the canvass of votes cast at the Special 
School Election, held on Thursday, May 9, 1968, was received by the Board 
of Education, it was confirmed that the request for approvel for 3,4 mills 
for school operation was defeated, The vote was as follows: Yes = 8,956; 
No = 16,263. The vote had failed by a 2 to 1 margin. 


Superintendent Partington made the following statement concerning bud-= 
get curtailments, "Several ficued deabien have alluded to the fact that we have 
a task to analyze carefully the school budget and all aspects of school opera- 
tion in order to effect savings that would permit the school district to 
operate next year without the benefit of income amounting to 91,912,000. The 
camunity has become aware through the public media that the Board of Kiucation 
has met with the administrative staff and drawn generel guidelines under which 
the work shall proceed. I would like to make clear that this is an on-going 
process and the work has not been completed at this time. Preliminary studies of 
the budget had been made prior to the millage vote because it was necessary to 
anticipate the possibility of an unfavoreble vote." 


He also said, "The details of the budget will be presented to the Board 
of Education for their final consideration, and hopefully a decision will be 
made in time for the citizens of Lansing to understand and make plans necessary 
to accamodate the changes which have been brought about by circumstances be- 
yond our control." 


The figures concerning cutbacks that were being talked about were: 


Proposed curtailments $ 500,000 
Saved fran current budget by freezing 
expenditures 285,000 


Curtailments in instruction 000 
Total aie 000 
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A Mr, Kenneth Smith read a statement to the Board of Education members 
giving his views on the recent millage defeat, He felt the commmity had ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction with the Board of Education's philosophy, especially 
on the socio-economic aspects of the school program, 


Mrs. John Amon told the Board members that she was saddened by the over~ 
whelming defeat of the millage, She said that she would disagree that this was 
an expression of disagreement with the Board of Education's basic philosophy. 
She felt there were many other reasons for the defeat but this wes not one of 
them, 


A Mr. Jim Stiles asked the Board how mch the boundry changes influenced 
the vote on the operations millage. According to letters published in the news- 
paper, he said that he felt there was seme indication this may have been one 
of the major reasons people voted against the millage. 


Certainly there were many reasons why the millage proposal was defeated. 
Perhaps one which should not be treated lightly was the fact that the proposal 
3d acgibkst oy iis tniDloW sd'th euckbee: Senn shdch ted grant viettloktione ana 
interest to the property ower. That proposal was to grant the City of Lansing 
the power to inflict an income tax on the wage earner and at the same time to 
lessen the tax burden on the property holder. So, in a very direct sanse one 
proposal was to cut taxes, while the other wes to grant an increase. 
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STEPHEN A, PARTINGTON AWARDED DEGREE 


At the June 20, 1968, meeting of the Board of Education, Mrs; Nussdorfer 
called attention to the fact that on June 8, 1968, during the Central Michigan 
University's commencement ceremonies at Mt, Pleasant, Michigan, Stephen A. 
Partington was awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws degree in tribute to his 
significant leadership in the public schools of the capital of Michigan, The 
citation referred to Dr. Partington's perticipation in such organizations as 
the YMCA, Urban League, Child Guidance Clinic, Rotary Club, Family Service: 
Council, Michigan Cammnity Chest, American Red Cross, Council for Exceptional 
Children, and Michigan Council on Family Relations. 


Mrs, Nussdorfer concluded that Dr. Partington was recognized for his long 
and continuing concern for human betterment in addition to his specific con=- 
tributions to educations. 


